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Curriculum Information 2016 
 
 
This booklet is intended to help both students and parents/carers by providing information on external qualifications being completed during 2016 - 2017.   In 
particular, it includes full details of the controlled assessment and coursework requirements of each of the subjects offered within the College.  The intention 
is that students and parents will be able to use the information contained within to help plan their study time effectively.   
  
 
Changes to GCSEs (this will affect all current Year 10 students and 11 students studying English and Maths): 
 
 

¶ external exams for new English and Maths GCSE courses will be taken at the end of the course in May or June 2017. Students will receive grades 1-9. 
Students will receive grades A*-G for all other GCSE subjects. 

¶ external exams for all other new GCSE courses will be taken at the end of the course in May or June 2018. Students will receive grades 1-9 for all subjects 

¶ students who wish to re-sit will have to retake all examination papers in the following year 

¶ there will be marks awarded for accurate spelling, punctuation and use of grammar in English Literature, Geography, History and Religious Studies 
 
 

Students in year 10 will start the new GCSEs.  These will be assessed by an end of course examination. 
 
 
Year 11 students studying old specifications will still have controlled assessments in some subjects.  Controlled assessment requires a higher level of 
supervision from teachers and some sections must be completed in a strictly supervised environment.  In some subjects there is a research task, which can 
be completed without supervision. However, students usually have to write it up under supervision. 
  
 
Controlled assessments will be set as part of the normal teaching programme and students will be prepared as to the purpose, method, theory and 
presentation of each piece of work.  In many instances this will involve a practice, to enable students to understand the basic method of assessment. 
 

Students will be given adequate time and resources to prepare for all assessments and this booklet gives them the opportunity to see the kind of programme 
that they need to work to, given their choice of option subjects. 
 
 
                  Conté/ 
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Curriculum Information 2016 
 
 
It is important that students plan ahead for all assessments and do not leave everything to the last minute.  Deadlines must be met and completed work 
handed in when required.   
  
Students need to attend regularly and check to ensure that they have made the correct preparation, especially for oral or practical work. 
 
We recommend that parents keep a copy of this booklet to hand throughout the GCSE years.  In particular, we would ask that all parents read the importance 
guidance information on Controlled Assessments. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(The information given in this booklet is accurate at the time of publication) 
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GCSE: Controlled Assessments  
 
Before you submit any work for marking, you will be asked to sign an authentication statement confirming that you have read and followed these 
regulations. 
 
If there is anything that you do not understand, you must ask your teacher. 
 
Controlled Assessment will provide you with an opportunity to do some independent research into a topic.  The research you do may involve looking for 
information in published sources such as textbooks, encyclopaedias, journals, TV, radio and on the internet. 
 
Using information from published sources (including the internet) as the basis for your assignment is a good way to demonstrate your knowledge and 
understanding of a subject, but you must take care how you use this material ï you cannot copy it and claim it as your own work. 
 

 
The regulations state that: 
 
ñthe work which you submit for assessment must by your ownò; 
 
ñyou must not copy from someone else or allow another candidate to copy from youò. 
 
 

If you copy the words or ideas of others and donôt show your sources in references and a bibliography, this will be considered as cheating. 
 
Preparing your work ï good practice 
If you receive help and guidance from someone other than your teacher, you must tell your teacher who will then record the nature of the assistance given 
to you. 
 
If you worked as part of a group on an assignment, for example, undertaking field research, you must each write up your own account of the assignment.  
Even if the data you have is the same, the description of how that data was obtained and the conclusions you draw from it should be in your own words. 
 
You must meet the deadlines that your teachers give you.  Remember ï your teachers are there to guide you.  Although they cannot give you direct 
assistance, they can help you to sort out any problems before it is too late.   
 
Take care of your work and keep it safe.  Donôt leave it lying around where your classmates can find it.  You must always keep your work secure and 
confidential whilst you are preparing it; do not share it with your classmates.  If it is stored on the computer network, keep your password secure.  Collect all 
copies from the printer and destroy those you donôt need. 
 
Donôt be tempted to use essays from online essay banks ï this is cheating.  Electronic tools used by awarding bodies can detect this sort of copying. 
Plagiarism 
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Plagiarism involves taking someone elseôs words, thoughts or ideas and trying to pass them off as your own.  It is a form of cheating which is taken very 
seriously. 
 
Penalties for breaking the regulations 
If your work is submitted and it is discovered that you have broken the regulations, one of the following penalties will be applied: 
 

¶ the piece of work will be awarded zero marks; 

¶ you will be disqualified from that unit for the examination series in question; 

¶ you will be disqualified from the whole subject for that examination series; 

¶ you will be disqualified from all subjects and barred from entering again for a period of time. 
 
Your awarding body will decide which penalty is appropriate. 
 
REMEMBER ï ITôS YOUR QUALIFICATION SO IT NEEDS TO BE YOUR OWN WORK. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



5 
 

Art, Craft and Design (AQA) 
 
GCSE Art, Craft and Design covers two major projects for coursework and a controlled assessment. 
 
Skills: Students refine and develop a whole range of skills during the GCSE course including mixed media, photography, printing, painting, photoshop and 
sculpture. 
 
Setting: Students are taught in mixed ability groups. 
 
Class size: Usually between 15 - 26 
 
Home Learning: This is a very important feature of the course, as students work regularly in their sketchbooks to prepare material to work from in lessons.  
This will include recording ideas through drawing and photography, developing ideas and experimenting in different media.  Students are also expected to 
analyse artistsô work and annotate their sketchbooks throughout. 
 
Materials/equipment: Students purchase an A1 Art pack at the start of the course with sketchbooks, folders, aquarelle and drawing pencils.  All lessons are 
well supplied with all other materials such as paint, paper and clay. 
 
Assessment and Reporting: Coursework deadlines will be determined in accordance with the nature of the project set.  Students will be informed of these 
deadlines by members of staff as and when appropriate.  The portfolio must be completed by the end of the first term of the academic year in which the 
GCSE is taken.  The examination is carried out in the following term. 
 
Controlled assessment - Portfolio:  60%   
Externally set Task - Examination:  40% 
 
How parents/carers can help: By taking an active interest in their art work  
¶ Whenever possible plan a visit to an exhibition or Art Gallery  
¶ Encourage visiting the library to borrow books  
¶ Watch any interesting programmes on artists  
¶ Provide a space for their creative practical home learning 
¶ Check they spend approximately 1 ½ hours per week in their sketchbooks 
 
Useful Websites:  
www.tate.org.uk www.vam.ac.uk 
www.surrealismcentre.ac.uk www.nationalgaller.org.uk 
www.designmuseum.org www.moma.org 
www.thebritishmuseum.ac.uk  

http://www.tate.org.uk/
http://www.vam.ac.uk/
http://www.surrealismcentre.ac.uk/
http://www.nationalgaller.org.uk/
http://www.designmuseum.org/
http://www.moma.org/
http://www.thebritishmuseum.ac.uk/
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Art, Craft and Design (AQA)   
 
Brief Synopsis: Students who are taking GCSE Art, Craft and Design can choose to work in a range of media, as this is a broad course exploring practical 
and contextual work.  This can include: Graphics, Painting, 3D work, Print Making, Mixed Media, New Media and technologies. 
 
Topics Studied:  Students have exciting and stimulating opportunities to explore their interests in ways that are personally relevant. During the course they 
complete up to three projects based on themes such as Identity, Natural Forms and Structures. From this body of work, a selection is made towards the 
studentsô portfolio submission, which meets the assessment objectives. 
 

Autumn Term Spring Term  Summer Term 

¶ Introduce óWho Are You?ô theme/project 

¶ Investigate the theme of personal identity 

¶ Record through photography and collage 

¶ Facial proportions draw accurate portrait 

¶ Knowledge and understanding of 
contemporary portrait artists 

¶ Produce a series of portraits linked to artists 
in different styles and media 

¶ Sketchbook to develop, explore and record 
all stages of the project 

¶ Artist research and development 

¶ Explore ideas and issues further linked to 
Identity theme 

¶ Investigate taking ideas in different 
directions 

¶ Develop ideas informed by contextual and 
other sources 

¶ Produce a large scale outcome ï either 
painting, installation, film or sculpture. 

 

¶ Continue to work on a large scale outcome ï 
either painting, installation, film or sculpture. 

¶ Introduce óStructureô project 

¶ Investigate directions for the new óBuilt 
Environmentô project 

¶ Record all aspects of the óStructuresô 

¶ Series of observational drawings in the College 
and of the sixth form exterior 

¶ Summer sketchbook to explore develop and 
record all work on the theme 

Autumn Term Spring Term  Summer Term 

¶ Explore different themes within the 
óStructuresô project (made and natural) 

¶ Focus on an area to explore and develop 
ideas 

¶ Experiment with materials, techniques and 
processes 

¶ Start an outcome in a five hour mock exam 

¶ Complete the Structures outcome 

¶ GCSE exam papers issued 

¶ Produce a thorough sketchbook of work 
(AO1 to AO3 assessment objectives) 

¶ Develop ideas informed by contextual and 
other sources 

¶ Record through photography & drawings  

¶ Develop ideas through research and 
investigations 

¶ Refine ideas by selecting appropriate 
materials, techniques and processes 

¶ Ten hour exam produce a large scale 
outcome  

¶ Complete all course work to a high standard 

¶ Ensure work addresses the four main assessment 
objectives for GCSE Art & design 

¶ Mount an exhibition of both coursework and exam 
work to be moderated by AQA examiner 
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Art and Design Photography (AQA) 
 
GCSE Photography involves a coursework portfolio of two projects and a controlled assignment.   
 
Skills: Students refine and develop a whole range of skills during the GCSE course including mixed media, photography, printing, painting, photo shop and 
sculpture. 

 
Setting: Students are taught in mixed ability groups. 
 
Class size: Usually between 15 - 20 
 
Home Learning: This is a very important feature of the course, as students continue their learning and prepare material to use in lessons.  This will include 
recording ideas through drawing and photography, developing ideas and experimenting in different media.  Students are also expected to analyse 
photographersô work and annotate their sketchbooks throughout. 
 
Materials/equipment: A Photography pack (includes photographic darkroom paper, 35mm black and white film, A3 project portfolio, a memory stick, A1 
Protective Portfolio, glue stick).  College provides all darkroom equipment, negative sleeves and use of a selection of digital and film cameras. 
 
Assessment and Reporting: Coursework deadlines will be determined in accordance with the nature of the project set.  Students will be informed of these 
deadlines as and when appropriate.  The portfolio must be completed by the end of the first term of the academic year in which the GCSE is taken.  The 
examination is carried out in the following term.  Students also submit a file which contains all technical notes, photographic analysis work and their research 
and development work. 
Controlled assessment - Portfolio: 60%  Externally set task - Examination:  40% 
 
How parents/carers can help: By taking an active interest in their photography learning  
 

¶ Students will need their own digital camera (DSLR preferred) 
¶ Whenever possible plan a visit to an exhibition or gallery  
¶ Encourage visiting the library to borrow books  
¶ Watch any interesting programmes on photographers and artists 
¶ Provide a space for their creative practical home learning 
¶ Check they spend approximately 1 ½ hours per week in their book or taking relevant photos 
 
Useful Websites: www.tate.org.uk    www.thephotographersgallery.org.uk 
www.nationalgallery.org.uk   www.npg.org.uk/ 
www.adobe.com/uk/products/photoshop.html   www.magnumphotos.com 
www.photography.nationalgeographic.com/photography 

  

http://www.tate.org.uk/
http://www.nationalgaller.org.uk/
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Art and Design Photography (AQA)  
 
Brief Synopsis: GCSE Photography involves a coursework portfolio of two projects and a controlled assignment.  The first component, coursework 
consists of two practical assignments and must include all relevant research and development work.  The controlled assignment or examination, requires 
students to respond to one of a set of questions, set by the examination board AQA. 
 
 

Topics Studied:  Students have exciting and stimulating photographic and imaging opportunities to explore their interests in ways that are personally 
relevant. During the course they complete up to three projects based on themes such as Mixed Media, Structures and Identity. From this body of work, a 
selection is made towards the studentsô portfolio submission, which meets the assessment objectives.   

Autumn Term   Spring Term  Summer Term  

Genres ï an introduction to Photography 
 

¶ Photographic genres 

¶ Camera functions 

¶ Digital processes 

¶ Darkroom  

¶ Developing ideas 

¶ Analysis  

¶ Presentation skills. 

Mixed Media 
 

¶ Exploring a range of experimental 
techniques. 

¶ Investigating ideas, informed by contextual 
research. 

¶ Develop ideas in personal directions. 

¶ Produce a creative outcome which 
demonstrates the use of a variety of 
techniques and media. 

Identity - This project builds knowledge and use of 
traditional and digital photographic techniques and 
develops students understanding of the course 
assessment objectives. 
 

¶ Developing their ideas from a starting point. 

¶ Refine their ideas through experimentation. 

¶ Record their observations 

¶ Present a final piece which realises their 
intentions. 

Autumn Term   Spring Term  Summer Term 

Structures ï Following a visit to the Sculpture 
Park this project explores the theme through a 
variety of digital imaging experiments. 
 

¶ Developing their ideas from a starting point. 

¶ Refine their ideas through experimentation. 

¶ Record their observations 

¶ Start an outcome in a five hour mock. 

¶ Present a final piece which realises their 
intentions. 

GCSE Controlled Test ï Students are given 
the question paper and respond individually to a 
chosen topic. 
 

¶ Developing their ideas from a starting point. 

¶ Refine their ideas through experimentation. 

¶ Record their observations 

¶ Develop ideas through research and 
investigation. 

¶ Present a final piece which realises their 
intentions. 

 

Portfolio Preparation ï Students complete and 
present a photography portfolio ready to hand in for 
assessment. 
 

¶ Select portfolio of work. 

¶ Ensure all work covers the assessment objectives. 

¶ Mount an exhibition of work. 
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Business Studies (OCR) 
 
Business Studies is relevant to all students regardless of their future career aspirations and provides an insight into the dynamic, ever changing world of 
commerce. Business Studies aims to make students informed consumers who understand the influence businesses have on our everyday lives. 
 
Skills: Students will gain independent learning, time management and team work skills in addition to organisation, research, extended writing and 
presentation skills. 
 
Setting: Students are taught in mixed ability groups. 
 
Class size: Usually between 20 - 22 
 
Home Learning: Students will be expected to complete, on a weekly basis, tasks of the following nature ï Research projects, Report writing, Questions, 
and Worksheets. These should be approximately 30 minutes in length. 
 
Materials/equipment: Students will need to be equipped with black pens, pencils, a ruler and a calculator.  
 
Assessment and Reporting:  
A292 introduces the student to the need for business activity and types of Businesses.  This unit is assessed at the end of Year 11 with an exam worth 25% 
of the final mark. 
  

A291 is a 6 hour Controlled Assessment covering enterprise and entrepreneur and is worth 25% of the final mark.  Teaching will commence at the end of 
Year 10 and students will write up their projects in the Autumn of Year 11. 
  

A293 builds on previous units and introduces Finance, Methods of Production and external influences on business such as government policy to studentsô 
existing knowledge.  Students will also cover business growth and globalisation.  This unit is assessed at the end of Year 11 by exam which is worth 50% of 
their final mark.  The exam is based on a pre-released case study. 
 
How parents/carers can help: 

¶ It would be very useful to the students if they had computer and internet access, and printing facilities.  

¶ Parents could encourage their children to watch the news and discuss current events. It would be useful if parents discussed business related events 
with students.  

¶ It would help students if parents took their child (where possible) to work with them for some practical business application. 

¶ Watching and discussing TV shows like The Apprentice and Dragonôs Den will help their studies. 
 
Useful Websites:   
www.businessstudiesonline.co.uk  www.bized.co.uk   ocr.co.uk 
www.tutor2u.com    www.statistics.gov.uk   www.bbc.co.uk 

Business Studies (OCR) 
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Brief Synopsis: The GCSE course is a modular structure and requires the students to complete three units. 
  
Topics Studied: Setting up a Business, Enterprise and Entrepreneurs, Business Structure, Marketing, Methods of Production, Finance and Human 
Resources. 
  
Each unit completed will have a topic test. Some assessment will be in the form of project work. 
 

Autumn Term Spring term Summer Term 

Nature of business activity 

Sectors of industry 

Stakeholders 

Business Objectives 

Legal Structures 

Reasons for business failure 

Location of business 

Employment & retention of staff 

Organisation of business 

Communication 

 

 

 

Mock exam 

Introduction to the Controlled Assessment task 

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

Completion of the controlled Assessment worth 

25% of overall grade 

 

Mock on year 10 content 

Methods of production 

Control of production 

Production costs 

Sources of finance 

Finance and financial forecasting 

Competitive environment 

Environmental influences 

Ethics 

The Government and the UK economy 

Globalisation 

Revision 

Mock on year 11 content 

Exam practice 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
BTEC First Award in Childrenôs Play, Learning and Development (Edexcel) 
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BTEC First Award in CPLD is an industry linked qualification which is aimed at students who would like to work in the area of child care. 
 
Skills:  Students will communicate with adults and children.  They will also acquire play skills with different age ranges and learn to relate to children with 
physical or learning disabilities. 
 
Setting: Students are taught in mixed ability groups. 
 
Class size:  Usually between 15 - 26 
 
Home Learning: Students will be expected to complete weekly tasks of the following nature ï Research Tasks, Questions and Worksheets. These should 
be approximately 30 minutes in length. 
 
Materials/equipment: Students will have access to induction materials, a specialist course textbook, course handbook, exercise books and folders for storage 
of completed work.  Students are expected to be equipped with a folder in which they can store class notes and coursework in progress.  Students will be 
expected to bring a pen to every lesson and provide subject dividers in order to organise work in their folders.  Students will have access to computers for 
most lessons and may wish to carry a USB stick to transport work between College and home. 
 
Assessment and Reporting: Assessment is mostly by coursework which is divided into units of work. One of the mandatory units will be examined. The 
qualification is graded at Pass, Merit or Distinction and is equivalent to 1 GCSE grade at A*-C. 
 
How parents/carers can help: 

¶ Parents can help monitor the progress of their child by referring to the unit assignment and checking their progress against the expected submission date. 
A copy of the assessment criteria will be included in each unit assignment to help with parental and student assessment. 

¶ Identify and promote the reading of articles found in newspapers and magazines related to the subject topic. 

¶ It will be very useful if parents are aware of each of the three unit deadlines. 

¶ Under supervision students can watch television programmes about related issues, such as programmes introduced by Professor Robert Winston on the 
BBC or programmes advertised as relating to child development or child care. 

 
Useful websites 
www.edexcel.com 
www.education.gov.uk 
www.playengland.org.uk 
www.hsc.gov.uk  
 
 

BTEC Level 2 First Award in Childrenôs Play, Learning and Development (Edexcel)  
 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.whatson4littleones.co.uk/images/slideshow/255.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.whatson4littleones.co.uk/&h=320&w=800&tbnid=inux3Us5YWYQ-M:&zoom=1&q=First Award in Children%E2%80%99s Play Learning and Development&docid=MEqjXaTJUplkRM&ei=bcMzVNiHMs_TaO3vgaAI&tbm=isch&ved=0CCcQMygfMB84ZA&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=760&page=6&start=128&ndsp=27
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Brief Synopsis: The BTEC First Award in CPLD is an industry linked qualification. Students will need to carry out work experience. This will include the 30 
hours of standard work experience in Year 10 which will need to be in a child care setting. Students studying this course could use it as a basis for working 
in the area of child care. 
 
Topics Studied:  
Unit 1 Patterns of Child Development (External Assessment) 
Unit 2 Promoting Childrenôs Development through Play (Internal Assessment) 
 
Students will then have to complete one further unit, this is: 
 
Unit 3 - The Principles of Early Years Practice 
 

Autumn Term Spring term Summer Term 

Unit 2 - Promoting Childrenôs Development through Play 
(Internal Assessment) 
  
In this unit students will understand how play promotes childrenôs 
development in early yearôs settings, understand how different play 
opportunities promote childrenôs development and understand how 
play is structured in early yearôs settings to promote childrenôs 
development. 
  

Unit 3 - The Principles of Early Years Practice 
  
In this unit students will understand the importance of inclusive practice 
in early years, explore ways in which early years settings implement 
inclusive practice, understand how children are empowered in early 
yearsô settings and understand the importance of the key person 
approach in supporting childrenôs development. 

Unit 1 Patterns of Child Development (External Assessment) 
  
In this unit students will understand growth and development in children, understand the characteristics of childrenôs development from birth up 
to eighth year and understand how adults in early yearsô settings can support childrenôs development.   
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BTEC First Award Information & Creative Technology (Year 11) 
 
Subject Introduction: The BTEC First Award in Information and Creative Technology is designed for students who want a vocationally focused introduction 
to this area of study. 
 
Skills: 
 
Setting: 
 
Class Size: 
 
Home Learning: Students will be expected to complete tasks on a weekly basis and could include research tasks, questions, worksheets and preparation 
for assessments.  These should take approximately 45 minutes to complete.  Students are able to complete home learning at College if a home computer is 
not available; currently this is in 114 every day after College. 
 
Materials/equipment: Students will require the usual Super 6 equipment and a USB memory stick would be useful. Each student has access to a computer, 
software and any other hardware as necessary. 
 
Assessment and Reporting:  
 
Four units need to be completed across the two years to achieve the qualification.  There are two core units which include: 

¶ The Online World or Technology Systems (externally assessed) 

¶ Digital Portfolio 
 
The two remaining units are assessed through a portfolio of evidence and focus on: 

¶ Creating Digital Animation 

¶ Creating Digital Graphics 
 
How parents can help:  
¶ monitoring the planner 

¶ encourage and support their child with work done at home 

¶ share our belief that ICT skills and knowledge are a necessity 
 
As a GCSE qualification, parents are encouraged to reinforce the need to revise for examinations and meet internal deadlines.  
 
Useful websites:   
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BTEC First Information & Creative Technology (Year 11) 
 
Brief Synopsis: The BTEC qualification gives students the opportunity to gain a broad understanding and knowledge of the Information Technology sector 
and some aspects of the creative industries e.g. computer games development.  It allows students to explore the fundamentals of technology and gain the 
practical skills, knowledge and understanding to design, make and review:  

¶ information technology systems and products, e.g. a software program  

¶ creative technology products, e.g. a digital animation  

¶ products that combine information technology and creative technology, e.g. a website or a mobile app  

Topics/Skills Studied: Digital Animation and Digital Portfolio  
 

Autumn Term   Spring Term  Summer Term 

Unit 4 - Digital Animation 

¶ Types of animation,  
o Know types of traditional 

animation, 
o Know types of digital animation 

¶ Applications of digital animation 
o How animation is used 
o Audience and purpose 

¶ Features of digital animation 
 

Unit 2 - Digital Portfolio 

¶ Design of a portfolio,  
o timeline for the project 
o storyboard of layout and content 
o site map / structure chart 

¶ Prepare portfolio content  
o prepare files and assets 

¶ Create a functional digital portfolio template 

Revision for exam 
 

 

  



15 
 

Cambridge National Award in Creative iMedia (OCR) 
 
The second/third year of the course will continue to equip students with a range of skills and provide opportunities to develop, in context, transferable skills 
such as exploring, researching and planning work, both individually and collaboratively, creating products and resources using industry-level software 
(mainly the Adobe suite) and reviewing and refining the finished product. This course contains practical elements which provide opportunities to apply 
creative ICT in various ways. Although there is a strong emphasis on practical work, students will also participate in discussions, deliver presentations and 
produce written commentaries and detailed coursework reports on what they have done.  
 
Skills: This course will equip students with a range of skills and provide opportunities to develop, in context, transferable skills such as exploring, researching 
and planning work, both individually and collaboratively, creating products and resources using industry-level software (mainly the Adobe suite) and reviewing 
and refining the finished product. 
 
Setting: Students are taught in mixed ability groups. 
 
Class size:  Usually between 15 - 20 
 
Home Learning: This is set on a weekly basis and mainly consists of tasks that consolidate and enhance learning that has taken place in the classroom and 
continuation of coursework. All students will also be issued with revision guides which will assist them in revising for their mock. 
 
Materials/equipment: In addition to the usual Super 7 equipment it is useful for students to have good quality colouring pencils and a set of coloured fine 
liners. Students will have access to industry standard Adobe suite software and additional hardware, like graphics tablets, still and video cameras, 
microphones and any other required equipment. 
 
Assessments and Reporting: This course consists of four units. The mandatory unit R081 is assessed by external exam in Y11 and is worth 25% of the 
total marks. There is one other mandatory unit, R082, which is assessed through a controlled task and externally examined coursework. The other two units 
are also assessed in this way. Level 2 units are graded as Distinction*, Distinction, Merit, Pass (equivalent to GCSE A* - C) and Level 2 units are graded as 
Distinction*, Distinction, Merit, Pass (equivalent to GCSE D-G). 
    
How parents/carers can help: Parents can help by encouraging their child to use any of the resources promoted in class, the revision guides and 
ensuring that home learning is completed in a timely fashion. 
 
Useful websites: We will generally be using the Adobe suite of software, particularly Photoshop, so a trial version of this is always good to download. The 
following free tools are also good to have available.  
 
Prezi    www.prezi.com 
Audacity  www.audacity.sourceforge.net 
 

Cambridge National Award in Creative iMedia (OCR - 2 year course) 
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Brief Synopsis:  
The OCR Level 1/2 Cambridge National Certificate in Creative iMedia consists of two mandatory units and two optional units. 
 
Topics Studied: 

Pre-production skills, Creating digital graphics, Creating a digital video sequence and Storytelling with a comic strip 
 

    

 Autumn Spring Summer 

Y
e

a
r 

1
 

Unit R081: Pre-production skills 
This unit will enable learners to understand 
pre-production skills used in the creative and 
digital media sector. It will develop their 
understanding of the client brief, time frames, 
deadlines and preparation techniques that form 
part of the planning and creation process. 
Autumn 1 ï theory & skills teaching 
Autumn 2 ï practice task  

Unit R082: Creating digital graphics 
This unit builds on unit R081 and learners will 
be able to apply the skills, knowledge and 
understanding gained in that unit relating to the 
creating, editing and production of a digital 
graphic  
Spring 1 ï theory of digital graphics, 
Photoshop skills training 
Spring 2 ïï Controlled task from OCR ï 
research, plan, do review 

Unit R08: Creating a digital video sequence 
The unit will enable learners to understand 
where digital video is used in the media 
industry such as TV, film, web applications or 
computer gaming. 
Autumn 1  ï theory of digital video, skills and 
techniques training using video editing 
software 
Autumn 2 ï controlled task from OCR 
Mock R081 exam in June 

Y
e

a
r 

2
 

Ensuring/refining the two further units 
submission in the Nov examination series 
The first half of the Autumn term will be used to 
ensure the following units are ready for 
submission 
Autumn 1 ï R082 & R089 prepared and ready 
for submission in Nov exam series 
Autumn 2 ï R081 mock exam in Nov and 
revision of theory and exam practice for R081 
exam in Jan exam series 

Unit R084: Storytelling with a comic strip 
This unit will enable learners to understand the 
basics of comic strip creation. It will enable 
them to interpret a client brief, use planning 
and preparation techniques and to create their 
own comic strip using digital techniques. 
Autumn 1  ï theory of comic strip production, 
skills and techniques  training using specific 
comic strip software 
Autumn 2 ï controlled task from OCR 
Revision of theory for R081 mock exam 
 

¶ Refine & enhance the R084 unit and for 
submission  

¶ Revision for any exam re-takes 

¶ Preparation for moderation 
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Cambridge National Award in ICT 
 
This is a vocationally-related qualification that takes an engaging, practical and inspiring approach to learning and assessment. The everyday use of ICT, 
from PCs to smart phones, now impacts all of our lives. Cambridge Nationals in ICT reflects this and provides students with a solid understanding of the 
subject which they can use in their working lives. Three themes are covered: business information systems, creative and technical.   
 
Skills: This course will equip students with a range of skills and provide opportunities to develop, in context, transferable skills such as exploring, researching 
and planning work, both individually and collaboratively, creating products and resources using industry-level software (Microsoft Office and Adobe suite) and 
reviewing and refining the finished product. 
 
Setting: Students are taught in mixed ability groups.    
 
Class size: Usually between 20 - 30 students 
 
Home Learning:  This is set on a weekly basis and mainly consists of tasks that consolidate and enhance learning that has taken place in the classroom 
and continuation of coursework. All students will also be issued with revision guides that will assist them in revising for their mock. 
 
Materials/equipment: In addition to the usual Super 7 equipment it is useful for students to have good quality colouring pencils.  Students will have access 
to industry standard Adobe suite software and additional hardware that may be required. 
 
Assessments and Reporting: The qualification consists of four units; two of these units are mandatory and these concentrate on core skills such as 
ñUnderstanding Computer Systemsò and ñICT Skills for Businessò.   Two additional units will be covered during lessons and these will be selected from the 
creative options.   
 
Each unit is worth 25%.  R001 is externally examined and the remaining units are assessed through controlled assessment tasks.  Students can achieve 
both a Level 1 or 2 qualification and will be graded Distinction*, Distinction, Merit, Pass (equivalent to GCSE A* - C for Level 2 and GCSE D-G for Level 1). 
 
How parents/carers can help: Parents can help by encouraging their child to use any of the resources promoted in class, the revision guides and ensuring 
that home-learning is completed in a timely fashion. 
 
Useful websites: We will generally be using the Adobe suite of software, particularly Photoshop, so a trial 
version of this is always good to download.  
The following free tools are also good to have available.  
 
www.prezi.com 
www.audacity.sourceforge.net 
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Cambridge National Award in ICT 
 
Brief Synopsis: The Level 2 Cambridge National Award in ICT consists of two mandatory units and two optional units. 
 
Topics studied: There are two mandatory units, the first unit is assessed by a 1 hour examination  
 

¶ Unit R001 Understanding Computer Systems 

¶ Unit R002 Using ICT to Create Business Solutions - examined through a controlled task and externally assessed coursework: 
 

Then a choice of two from the following modules, also examined through a controlled task and externally assessed coursework: 

¶ Creating an interactive product using multimedia components 

¶ Creating digital images 

¶ Creating dynamic products using sound and images 
 

 Autumn Spring Summer 

Y
e

a
r 

1
0
 

R001 ï ICT to meet business needs 
Hardware, Software, Storage and Connectivity 
devices 
R002 ï Techniques to search, store and share 
Internet searching, bookmarks, validity of 
information, referencing and use of email 

R001 ï Working with Information 
Data capture, coding information, data validation, file 
formats, data storage, security, data transfer methods 
and back-up. 
R002 ï Data Handling 
Import csv files, enter data, use functions and formula, 
manipulate data, create graphs, create a database, edit 
data, query data 

R001 ï ICT to support working 
practices 
Communication technologies, diary 
management, collaborative working 
R002 ï Business Software 
Working with different file types, 
using appropriate tools and facilities 
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Computer Science (Year 10) 
 
This GCSE course will give students an in-depth understanding of how computer technology works and a look at what goes on "behind the scenes".  There 
is considerable emphasis on problem solving and programming. 
 
Skills: Students will develop VB.net programming skills, an understanding of the fundamental concepts of computing including data representation, hardware 
and software. 
 
Setting: Students are taught in mixed ability groups.    
 
Class size: Usually between 20 - 30 students 
 
Home Learning: Students will be expected to complete tasks on a weekly basis and could include research tasks, questions, worksheets, programming and 
preparation for assessments.  These should take approximately 45 minutes to complete.  Students are able to complete home learning at College if a home 
computer is not available; currently this is in 114 every day after College. 
 
Materials/equipment: Students will require the usual Super 7 equipment and a USB memory stick would be useful. Each student has access to a computer, 
software and any other hardware as necessary. 
 
Assessment and Reporting: There is one programming controlled assessment task worth 20% of the total GCSE and requires 15-20 hours.  
 

There are also two 1½ hour written examination papers worth 80% of the total marks.  These will include a mixture of short and long answer questions, some 
of which will require candidates to write program code.  The papers focus on: 

¶ Computational thinking and problem solving   

¶ Theoretical knowledge 

 
How parents/carers can help:  

¶ monitoring the planner 

¶ encouraging and supporting their child with work done at home 

¶ where possible ensure that Visual Studio has been installed at home and that encourage them to program regularly 

¶ sharing our belief that computing skills and knowledge are a necessity 
 

Parents are encouraged to take an interest in the completion of home learning tasks, ensuring that these are not left to the last minute.  It would also be 
helpful to discuss the controlled assessment tasks and offer advice, if knowledge permits. 
 
Useful Websites: 
http://www.gcsecomputing.org.uk/   http://cambridgegcsecomputing.org/ 
http://www.teach-ict.com/gcse_computing.html http://www.cs4fn.org  

http://www.teach-ict.com/gcse_computing.html
http://www.cs4fn.org/
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Computer Science (Year 10) 
 
Brief Synopsis: This GCSE course will give students the opportunity to develop their understanding of current and emerging technologies and how they 
work.  They will look at the use of algorithms in computer programs and will develop a range of programs to solve specific problems.  They will evaluate the 
effectiveness of their solutions and the impact of computer technology in society.  By the end of the course they will hopefully have become independent and 
discerning users of IT.   
 
Topics studied: 
 

¶ Components of a computer system 

¶ Data Representation  

¶ Computer communications and networking 

¶ Programming 
 

Autumn Term   Spring Term  Summer Term 

Programming Theory 
Sorting and searching algorithms 
 
Programming: 
File handling 

Theory 
Aspects of software development 
 
 
Programming 
Practice controlled assessment task 

Theory 
Cyber Security 
 
 
Programming 
Mock controlled assessment 
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Computer Science (Year 11) 
 
This GCSE course will give students an in-depth understanding of how computer technology works and a look at what goes on "behind the scenes".  There 
is considerable emphasis on problem solving and programming. 
 
Home Learning: Students will be expected to complete tasks on a weekly basis and could include research tasks, questions, worksheets, programming and 
preparation for assessments.  These should take approximately 45 minutes to complete.  Students are able to complete home learning at College if a home 
computer is not available; currently this is in 114 every day after College. 
 
Materials/equipment: Students will require the usual Super 6 equipment and a USB memory stick would be useful. Each student has access to a computer, 
software and any other hardware as necessary. 
 
Assessment and Reporting: There are two controlled assessment tasks each worth 30% of the total GCSE and both requiring 15-20 hours.  

¶ An investigative task looking at óCurrent trends in Computingô 

¶ Programming project 
 
There is also a 1½ hour written examination paper worth 40% of the total marks.  This will include a mixture of short and long answer questions, some of 
which will require candidates to write program code. 
 
 
How parents can help:  
¶ monitoring the planner 

¶ encouraging and supporting their child with work done at 
home 

¶ sharing our belief that ICT skills and knowledge are a 
necessity 

 
Parents are encouraged to take an interest in the completion of 
home learning tasks, ensuring that these are not left to the last 
minute.  It would also be helpful to discuss the controlled 
assessment tasks and offer advice, if knowledge permits. 
 
Useful Websites: 
http://www.gcsecomputing.org.uk/ 
http://cambridgegcsecomputing.org/ 
http://www.teach-ict.com/gcse_computing.html 
http://www.cs4fn.org  

http://www.gcsecomputing.org.uk/
http://cambridgegcsecomputing.org/
http://www.teach-ict.com/gcse_computing.html
http://www.cs4fn.org/
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Computer Science (Year 11) 
 
Brief Synopsis: This GCSE course will give students the opportunity to develop their understanding of current and emerging technologies and how they 
work.  They will look at the use of algorithms in computer programs and will develop a range of programs to solve specific problems.  They will evaluate the 
effectiveness of their solutions and the impact of computer technology in society.  By the end of the course they will hopefully have become independent and 
discerning users of IT.   
 
Topics studied: 

¶ Components of a computer system 

¶ Data Representation  
¶ Computer communications and networking 

¶ Programming 

 

Autumn Term   Spring Term  Summer Term 

Programming: 
Students will complete their controlled 
assessment tasks 

Theory 
Communications and networking 
 
Programming 
Exam style questions relating to the programming 
concepts taught. 

Revision in preparation for exam 
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GCSE Drama (OCR)  
 

You will develop your Drama skills to a higher, more sophisticated level; enjoy working as an individual or in a group, applying your performance, creative 
and critical skills whilst exploring play texts, contemporary ideas/issues and live theatre. 
 

Skills:  Communication and performance which will serve them throughout life 

¶ develop voice and communication skills through the spoken word 

¶ developing good memory skills 

¶ fostering an appreciation of literature, poetry and drama 

¶ interpretative skills & knowledge of the performance process 

¶ imaginative and creative-thinking exploring ideas and themes 

¶ non-verbal communication by exploring body language and facial 
expression 

¶ build further self-confidence and self-esteem 
 

Setting: Students are taught in mixed ability groups. 
 

Class size: Usually between 15 - 26 
 

Home Learning: 

¶ Research of chosen issues, themes, play texts and characters including 
social, cultural, historical and political context.   

¶ Learning lines for Candlelight Soiree & set exam pieces. 

¶ Maintain Drama diary 

¶ Prepare costumes and props for lessons 

¶ Read newspapers to keep up to date with current events and theatre 
reviews  

 
 

Materials/equipment: Super 7 equipment, students will also need to source props, costumes, scripts, sound and music as required for their work. 
 

Assessment and Reporting:  
OCRôs GCSE (9-1) Drama consists of two components that are externally assessed and one component that is assessed by the centre and externally 
moderated by OCR.  

Students will complete three components; one devised performance, one text performance and one written exam. Students must study two different texts in 
the GCSE course.  

Components 1 & 2 ï 30% Devising Drama Students explore a stimulus provided by the exam board. They will work in groups to create their own devised 
drama based on their exploration. Students can work as either performers or designers creating a portfolio and a final performance.  

Components 3 & 4 ï 30% Presenting and Performing Texts Students explore a text and perform two scenes to a Visiting Examiner.  Students can work 
as either performers or designers completing a pro forma and a final performance showcase. 

Component 5 ï 40% Drama: Performance and Response

Externally examined 1hr 30mins written paper - Section A contains questions based on the study of a full text from a list set by the exam board. Section B 
contains an extended response analysing and evaluating live theatre. 
 

How parents/carers can help: Listen to their ideas, solo pieces or scripts.  Help them learn lines particularly for Shakespeare if chosen.  Check theyôve 
remembered to organise equipment for lessons.  Provide access to newspapers/current events/family history and Take or encourage them to see live 
theatrical productions or perhaps join a local Drama club.   
Useful Websites:  www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/drama, www.shakespeares-globe.org, www.lamda.org.uk, www.nationaltheatre.org.uk 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/drama
http://www.shakespeares-globe.org/
http://www.lamda.org.uk/
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GCSE Drama (OCR)  
 
Brief Synopsis: The GCSE course consists of five components.  Component 5 is a 1.5 hour written exam.  Components 3 and 4 are marked by visiting 
examiner.  Components 1 and 2 are externally assessed. 

Topics Studied: Devising, presenting and performing texts as set by OCR. 
  

Autumn Term 

 Spring term Summer Term 

Monologues from published playscripts.  

Research portfolio on chosen play and 

character.   

Devised exploration work including mock 

portfolio  

Presenting and performing texts. Students may 

opt to do acting or a design skill. 

 

  


